
 

 

 
 
 

 
NATURE-BASED 
SOLUTIONS FOR A JUST 
RESILIENCE IN THE 
ADRIATIC-IONIAN CITIES                                                           

 
Newsletter no. 3 
We are pleased to announce the third newsletter of the NATURED project, which 
presents the latest updates on the project's progress through planned activities, the 
third meeting of project partners, and more. 

 

   Project budget in EUR          INTERREG funding in EUR                Project duration 

Project is co-funded by the European Union through the Interreg IPA ADRION programme. 

 

Learn more about the NATURED Project and our Partnership! 

The NATURED Project Offers Nature-based Solutions for the ADRION 
Region Facing Climate Change Crisis 

NATURED brings together 12 partners and 3 associate partners from 9 ADRION region 
countries, including regional and local policy responsible authorities, supported by 
development agencies and higher education and research institutions to work on 
development and implementation of Nature-based Solution in their area. Our project 
partners will empower policymakers and stakeholders to prevent the effects of climate 
change on urban areas, particularly flash floods, and urban heat islands. The project 
seeks to promote a just, safe, inclusive and placed-based resilience approach, 
anchored in a series of interlinked activities, which include understanding the 
interactions between climate and cities, creating databases and digital maps for 
climate vulnerability and hazards in different urban zones, and engaging citizens and 
stakeholders to define action plans for Nature-based Solutions. These solutions will be 
tested in pilot actions and subsequently integrated into the public work plans of cities, 
with the ultimate goal of replicating the most effective solutions on a wider scale. 



 

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO… 

In the past period, the NATURED project focused on enhanced communication 
between project partners and associated partners, as well as direct cooperation with 
the local public. 

Opinions and contributions from citizens and stakeholders 

Within the NATURED project, key areas of vulnerability, visions, and objectives were 
identified for eleven pilot cities: Faenza (IT), Nova Gorica (SI), Split (HR), Zrenjanin (RS), Niš 
(RS), Sarajevo (BA), Banja Luka (BA), Cetinje (ME), Gostivar (MK), Tirana (AL), and Larisa (GR). 

Between September and December 2025, approximately two to five debates with citizens 
and local stakeholders took place in each pilot city. At the debates, participants discussed the 
most significant environmental challenges facing their cities, from heatwaves, floods, air 
pollution, and urban heat to a lack of green spaces, and learned about concrete, Nature-
based Solutions (NbS) that can improve life in cities and reduce risks to people, infrastructure, 
and buildings. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

The solutions presented include green roofs and vertical forests, which cool buildings and 
improve air quality; (peri-)urban parks, green spaces, and urban gardens, which provide 
space for relaxation and socializing; plantings along roads and public spaces that connect 
nature with the city; and the restoration of rivers, floodplains, wetlands, and coastal areas that 
reduce flood risk and contribute to natural biodiversity. In addition, solutions for sustainable 
water management were presented, including rainwater harvesting, pervious surfaces, blue 
roofs, infiltration basins, and specialized overflow systems that reduce flood risk and improve 
the use of water resources. The solutions also include restoring natural watercourses, re-
meandering rivers, and connecting water areas, thereby improving the ecological function of 
cities and their surroundings. The insights gained through these discussions were a key basis 
for preparing city-specific reports and NbS portfolios. 

 

NATURED project presented at the Climateurope2 festival in Belgrade, 
Serbia 

On September 29, 2025, the NATURED project was presented at the Climateurope2 festival in 
Belgrade, one of the central events aimed at connecting communities working in the field of 
climate services in Europe, with a special focus on Southeast Europe. The festival was held 
under the title “Empowering society through climate services” and was hosted by the Center 
for the Promotion of Science (CPN) from Serbia. 

The NATURED project was presented by the Regional Agency for Socio–Economic 
Development – Banat Ltd. (RDA Banat) as part of the festival's Marketplace, an open space 
dedicated to presenting projects and initiatives, networking, and exchanging ideas. 
Marketplace enabled participants to engage directly with various initiatives, research, and 
tools, while also opening opportunities for new collaborations and connections. 

Over three days, the Climateurope2 festival brought together researchers, policymakers, 
practitioners, artists, and innovators from across Europe. Discussions focused on key areas 
such as agriculture, health, and climate change adaptation, as well as the role of climate 
services in supporting society and local communities. The program included plenary 
sessions, interactive workshops, and informal discussions that encouraged the exchange of 
knowledge and experiences. 

https://natured.interreg-ipa-adrion.eu/2025/10/01/natured-project-presented-at-the-
climateurope2-festival-in-belgrade/ 

https://climateurope2.eu/news-events/events/events/climateurope2-festival-in-belgrade 

https://natured.interreg-ipa-adrion.eu/2025/10/01/natured-project-presented-at-the-climateurope2-festival-in-belgrade/
https://natured.interreg-ipa-adrion.eu/2025/10/01/natured-project-presented-at-the-climateurope2-festival-in-belgrade/


 

 

 

Third meeting of NATURED project partners in Kaštela, Croatia 

The third meeting of the NATURED project partners took place on October 23, 2025, in Kaštela. 
The meeting was hosted by the development agency RERA – Development Agency of Split-
Dalmatia County (JU RERA S.D.), which also organized a dissemination event for the wider 
professional and interested public as part of the event. The dissemination event was dedicated 
to the importance of international cooperation in the development and implementation of 
NbS, with a special focus on modern approaches to managing storm floods and coordinated 
spatial planning. Participants learned about the good practices and experiences of Kaštela in 
implementing NbS to mitigate the negative effects of climate change, including a 
presentation of the Action Plan “Green Split-Dalmatia County.” 

During the meeting, the project partners analyzed the progress of activities to date, discussed 
the next steps in the implementation of the project, and reviewed the financial and 
communication aspects and the achievement of project indicators.  

The meeting in Kaštela reaffirmed the importance of exchanging experiences, good practices, 
and cooperation between cities and regions in the Adriatic-Ionian area. The NATURED project 
thus continues its path of strengthening the capacity of local communities and developing 
more resilient, green, and sustainable urban environments. 

https://natured.interreg-ipa-adrion.eu/2025/10/24/ju-rera-s-d-hosted-the-dissemination-
event-and-the-3rd-partnership-meeting-of-the-natured-project/  



 

 

 

Joint strategy for the resilience of cities was completed as part of the 
NATURED project 

The NATURED project partners have completed the preparation of a Joint strategy for the 
resilience of cities, which was developed through an intensive co-creation process under the 
expert guidance of the CORILA team. 

The joint strategy sets out a shared vision for the development of resilient and green urban 
environments by 2050 in the Adriatic-Ionian region and defines medium and long-term goals 
for its implementation. Emphasis is placed on integrating NbS into urban planning, 
strengthening knowledge and capacity, and creating conditions for their effective 
implementation. 

The joint strategy was developed in collaboration with all project partners through 
transnational meetings, online workshops, and peer reviews. A key contribution to the 
content was also made at the 2nd project partners meeting in Gostivar, North Macedonia, in 
June 2025, where partners and experts used interactive tools to co-create a common vision 
and priority objectives. 

The document also includes digital climate vulnerability maps, particularly for urban heat 
islands and rainfall flooding, which support cities in their decision-making and the 
involvement of local communities. The joint strategy supports partner cities in building more 
resilient urban environments in the Adriatic-Ionian region. 



 

 

 

 

 

Follow us 

to stay updated at all times! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This newsletter has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The content of the 
document is the sole responsibility of the RDA Banat and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the 

position of the European Union and/or IPA ADRION programme authorities.” 

If you have received this newsletter, you have been included on one or more of the IPA ADRION programme 
/projects postal mailing list. We are committed to respect and protect the privacy of personal data collected. We 

regard your personal data as confidential information and will never communicate it to third parties. Your personal 
data are used mainly for the express purpose of receiving the newsletter. Your mailing details may also be used by 

the IPA ADRION programme and its projects for information and dissemination purposes strictly related to the 
programme and its projects. If you prefer not to receive more of this newsletter and your data not to be used for 

dissemination purposes, to unsubscribe please write us at: branislav.milosav@rcrbanat.rs 


